[Pathobiochemistry of organ fibroses. Changes in the connective tissue metabolism in liver fibrosis and in chronic polyarthritis].
Many chronic inflammations of various origin are characterized by an elevated metabolic activity of connective tissue, causing an increased tissue proliferation. The authors first review the more recent methods of analyzing the connective tissue metabolism. Details of changes of this metabolism are described with reference to liver fibrosis and rheumatoid arthritis. First steps of a pathobiochemical diagnosis of activity in organ fibroses are discussed. It seems possible to judge the activity of liver fibrosis by estimating the serum activity of lysosomal glycosidases and serum levels of terminal collagen peptides. Elevated antiprotease serum levels in rheumatoid patients may indicate an inflammatory activity.